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	 etting: A statistically safe upper-middle-class suburb, the week I 
started writing this book.

	 Detective John Ford was alarmed.
	 �We�re not even two weeks into the school year,� he said, �and we�ve 
already had one really scary kid set off a bomb at the high school.�
	 Ford, who had been trained to be able to identify someone�s behavioral 
profile, including the �RANDOM ACTOR�* traits, added, �Dan, he�s an 
extreme RANDOM ACTOR.�
	 Detective Ford,1 who serves in a wealthy North Dallas suburb, called 
me on Friday, August 24, 2002, almost a year after the 9/11 terrorist 
attack on America led by another RANDOM ACTOR, Mohammed Atta. An 
engineering student, described by Cairo neighbors as a �gentle f lower,� 
Atta killed indiscriminately, even his fellow Muslims, when he f lew a 
hijacked American Airlines passenger jet into the north tower of the 
World Trade Center.
	 Ford said, �The kid told me, No one is innocent. They’re all guilty. He 
also confessed that he fire-bombed a police car a few weeks ago, and he 
wasn�t even on the school�s radar. He�s never been in trouble. And, both 
he and his father are extremely brilliant.
	 �When I asked the father if he saw this coming,� Ford added, �he said 
that he went through his son�s bedroom and didn�t see anything out of the 
ordinary. But on the back of his door was a poster about the Columbine 
shooting and bomb-making materials were out in the open everywhere, 
just like at Columbine.� 
	 Ford was talking about the Littleton Massacre. On April 20, 1999, 
Hitler�s birthday�other RANDOM ACTORS, two teen students Dylan 
Harris and Eric Klebold, armed with guns and bombs, killed twelve 
students and a teacher at Columbine High School in Littleton, Colorado. 
The killers completed their carnage by committing suicide�turning 
their guns on themselves when they couldn�t detonate one of their suicidal 
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No One is Innocent,
�ey�re All Guilty

*Throughout this book, the capitalized designation �RANDOM ACTOR� refers to a specialized 
term in the Korem Profiling System, a system set forth in an earlier book, The Art of Profiling: 
Reading People Right the First Time, and more fully explained in Chapter 3. 



bombs. Like Atta, the son of an aff luent Cairo attorney, the teens came 
from prosperous families. They planned to commit homicide-suicide at 
Columbine and�again, like Atta�fantasized about hijacking a plane 
loaded with bombs and crashing into New York City.2 And, like Atta�s 
father, their parents were oddly unaware of the teens� activities, although 
their bomb-making materials were discovered by police in plain view in 
their bedrooms. 
	 In 1997, two years before the Littleton Massacre, I identified Ford�s 
suburb as a high risk candidate for a similar type of terrorist incident.
	 �Dan, this is crazy,� said the usually stoic and unflappable Detective 
Ford. �They just got back to school.�
	 Investigating youths bent on destroying everything in sight was Ford�s 
frequent task. That same week, two middle-school youths were found 
with detailed, hand-written manuscripts describing how to build explosive 
devices, and a few weeks later, the local community college, one of the 
nation�s largest, received a bomb threat. But Ford�s suburb wasn�t the only 
one under attack.
 
October, 2002—RANDOM ACTOR, Random Rage
	 Less than sixty days later, beginning on October 2, another RANDOM 
ACTOR, John Lee Williams, aka John Allen Muhammad, and his 17-year-
old Jamaican companion, Lee Malvo, randomly killed in Washington, 
D.C., Virginia, and Maryland suburbs. Muhammad, a convert to Islam 
and a Desert Storm veteran, trained 
Malvo as a marksman. Together, 
they killed 10 and wounded 13 
people3 with one shot per 
victim from a Bushmaster 
.223 caliber rif le. The victims 
were doing ordinary things 
like pumping gas, mowing 
a lawn, and loading home 
improvement materials in a van at a mall. Muhammad and Malvo even 
shot a 13-year-old being dropped off at school. Schools were locked down. 
Others closed. The shooters were given the moniker the �DC Snipers� by 
the media�to the chagrin of soldiers who served honorably, because no 
genuine sniper duo in wartime ever wreaked as much havoc on an entire 
region of a country.
	 The nation burned with questions: Why? Why the Suburbs? Why kill 
people doing such mundane tasks? Was it another group of Middle-Eastern 
terrorists?
	 Consumed with the terror of random killers on the loose, Americans 
didn�t pay attention to unprecedented RANDOM ACTOR incidents abroad.
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The killers shot from the 
trunk of a blue Chevy.




